MICHEL BE MONTAIGNE

The evil days passed, and probably before the

end of the year the homeless wanderers had re-
turned to the chateau. Montaigne was freed from
anxiety, released from public duties in Bordeaux,
and able once more to enjoy the delights of soli-
tude or the company of his beloved books; able to
read, to invite his soul, and to speak to the sheets
of paper that lay before him. During the interval
between the close of 1585 and the opening of
1588 he occupied himself with preparing the Es-
says in the form in which they appeared in the
latter year. The Essays in the original edition
of 1580 had met with a favourable reception; two
years later they were reprinted with a few slight
touches showing the author's interest in his work.
The edition of 1588 is called on the title-page the
fifth; but only those now mentioned, and a Paris
reprint of 1587, are known. That which has dis-
appeared is conjectured to have been an unauthor-
ised reprint of Rouen.

Montaigne had been asked to write a history
of his own times, which, it was supposed, would
have had the advantage of being the work of an
impartial spectator rather than of a heated par-
tisan. But he could not lay such a burden upon
his own shoulders. The free, discontinuous way
of writing suited his temper best. Yet, in the new
confidence acquired from proofs of his popularity
as an author, he was disposed to let his chapters
340et.
